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| e | THIS 15 UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

What are the correct names, locations and physical descriptiona
of the physiological research facilities in Bungary? i

8. Elettani Intézet; Biokdmisi Intézet (Physiology; Biochemistry),
Budapest VIII.Puckin u.9. This is an old, two and one-half
story brick building, shared by the two institutes. Tke bio-
chemistry section vas modernized alfter World War II.- Equip-
ment in the physiology section would be considered inadequate
by IS standards but competent work 1is being put out in a number

of fields.

Fizikai kémiai Intézet, (Physicel Chemistry) » Budapest VIII.
Puskin u,ll. An apparently well-equipped and vell-statfed de-
partment. . ‘ LTy

+ Gyogyszerteni Intézet; I. Kértani Intdzet (Pharmacology; I.

- Pathology), Budapest VIIL. £1181-Gt. These ingtitutes are
located on the grounds of .the so~called "Inner Clinical Group".
Pharmacology occupies one and ons-half floors of the Admini-
stration building and is sdequately equipped. FPathology has its o

-owm-bullding which was damaged and looted by the Soviets. Its
equipment is being replaced slowly. The dspartment wes complete-
.1y re-staffed after World Wer II, vhich grestly:hanpered its

* operations,’ e
.- 0
Eérdettanl Intézet; Bakteriologiai Intdzet, (Pathophysiologys.
Bacteriology.), Budsapest IX. Higyes Endre u. 18. These depart-
ments share a three atory tuilding. Their teaching facilities ]
. Ars. greatly overtazsd . - Thair- rescarch” facilities are“spotty "
because the fields of. interest of the two departments were resi~
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Anstomiai Intézet; Sz8vettani Intizet; T8rvényszeki Orvostani
Intézet; IT. Kértani Intdzet (Anatomy, Histology, Forensic Medi-
cine, II. Pathology), Budepest IX. U1iSi ubt. These departments
comprise a separate group of buildings close to the “Outer Clini-
cal Groups". Their teaching facilities are overtaxed. fThere wag
an extensive change ‘inpersonnel following World War IT apd repesat-
edly since. Reséarch iacilities sbould be adequate although some-
vhat out of date.

In the "Outer Clinical group” there are experimentsl facilities in
the Rusznyl: (name of Profesgor) - clinic (medicine) and at the II.
Surgical Clinic. These laboratories ars small but apperently well
equipped.

All of the above groups are under the direction of the Univereity
and thus indirectly under the Ministry .. Education,

KSzogészadgligyl Intdzet (Institute of public Hedith), Budapest IX.
Gysli ut. A modern complex, erected with the financial aid of the
Rockefeller, Foundation, it vas doing research in the .broadest senge
of Public Health. It is under the Ministry of Public Health, and is
vell-equipped and well-endowed. Sters ‘changes under political pres-

sure greatly reduced its working efficiency up to 2949,

Véradd K&zpoiit'(Central bleod-bank) was to be eaﬁbli-had in 1949
somewhers in Buda, in a new building withi.brand-ney equipment. It
was to do researc_h in blood clotting as well. ) )

The choice of Persomnel was an unfortunate compromise between ability
and politicslv reliability. It will take considerabdle time for it to

feaction Properily. .
1 .
Poslvar facilities at Pecg. Dur-
1 ar II &l1 departments were adequately equipped for the
intensive research work then pursued. The dspartment of Kedical
Physics and Anatoyy -seem to have bean re-squipped.

the situation ag Szeged and De-
> oth univers vere built in the 30's and should be
quite modern, Debrecen suffered a great deal from Soviet Plundering.

New facilities in early stage of planning as /or 1949 were ss follows:

1. The Military Academy buildinge adjacent to the "Outer
clinical group" in Budapest-aiong the B1181 ut were to
be taken sVer by :the medical schoal. _

527 ALl expe)izantal medical departments at Budapest were
to be. céntralized in one nev 8 to 10 story building.
The plannad location of this dbuilding
" . peatadly and finally the entire fund was scrapped,
C t the actual plans called for one departmsnt to each -
floor, e.cemts li*-‘f-u‘-;yamrlcontfunviuon which .
wvould handle /scarce and expensive TPsearch eanirment ...
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3. Blologisi Kutatéintézet ‘(Blolbgtenl ‘Research Institute),
- Tihany, Fungary. Located somm, 70 Alles from Bwdapest.
_This- pauuuggluumﬁmm&warAthhnw'

. T news its field of resesrch wes to:'de. -AouR 40 <=

S < plaat ead cell blology. and iuvestigations of ‘the M iches
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2. G Were these research facilties adequately equipped for the programs carried .-
on in 19497 What was the general status of research equipment in Hungary?

A:  a. Most sclentific eculpment in Hungary ceame from Germany. Repairs
could be made in Hungary and there was a small-scale but quite

adequate local Production of most instrumente. The setup for
this was such however that I eeriously doubt. it could be expand-
ed to cover any significant demand. - After World War IT larger ;
nuwbere of British instruments were imported and there vere negotia- ¢
tions with Swiss, Swedish and Czac

|

] b. Electronic squipment could probably be manufactured in Hungary in 25X1
4 the Tungsram plant to match most Western producte, slthough ths k
25X1 quantity would necessarily be resiricted. The pPlant is probably
used to capacity for higher priority non-medical electronic devices.

e

€. Glassware, particularly precision glassvare was exti-emly scarce.
Optical glassware, such as cuvettas » Wse practically irreplaceable.

d. Warburg mancmeters were standard equipment in most institutions.
Phase microscopes have rrobably been obtainsd since 1949 from Austria
and other countries. Deep-culture vats may have been arranged for
through soms of the breweries. There was no freeze-drying equipment
in 2549, Elactron microscopes and !1se11us apparatus were oﬁ 25X1

from Sveden, as well as an ultracentrifuge, More important,
| there ‘were only two or three spectrcphotometers available, n -
them for medicml research. In fact the lack of up to date photometers,
precision scales and racording apparatus was one of the most important

bottlenecks. in research. Arother bottleneck was the lack of tracer ele— . 25%1
ments.

3.  Q: Were the supplies of chemicsls adeguate?

Y anulytic grade were “in desperately short supply.
‘Replacements came from the UK and to some extent from Svitzerland, Czech

" clemicals were of such poor quslity as to be practically useless. The )

- same applied to dyes but since they were required in smaller quantities A
they could be replaced more easily.

A:  Chemicals, particularly

AN

b, qQ Were supplies of x-rays, drugs ‘and medical instruments sufficient? .
A: X-ray films were manufactured locally before the war and the'xodn.k-pltnt-

in VAc Pungary was working in 1949. The pharnsceutic : .
sctually exporting drues t0 the Near sid Middle Edst, . 1
that hormone-preparatiens like insulin, cortisons and

v .. short supply. Antidiotics were Just stavting &0 gat ready for local pro-
25X1 cal instruments were largely manufactured locally.
he situation was with regard: 4o X-ray spparatus.

5. Q Uhstinﬁ_n—m_f vere the deterring factars in the development of
. .. & re C. prosr“ b mz ! .

g o0 TAT - The-situstion wis completely flutd in 1949, Up to that time the vhole-
‘ . ,,Aﬁgg_mx_uALmﬁt:;wsmlH(':‘-ue:s;-‘ate-aﬁz'ﬁelﬁﬁiziﬁfﬁf‘m‘ii- fo

cal research was centered) prevented inpelligent, planping for any length : . i
shead. In 1949 the Ninistry of ¥ducation ragquested Yong-range plans which -
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were to be ‘basedoir & ‘substantially ircreased budget.
tion o know ¥hitlar this fncressc ever materialized; amd more important
UG Va9 5 L.

whether the equipment requested ‘could be made avallsble “from foreign

{ sources. o

To my mind, Theiide the lack of certain types bf apparatus and radio-iso-
topes, the scarcity:of middle-gchelon resedrch’ workérs s and probably
is now'the most serious bottlemeck inm any res¢arth program that may be o
adopted in Hungary. Practically everybody between the ‘ages of 25 and 40
¥ho had the chagce left the country and this generation 1s now engaged

in resesfch or medical work all over the ‘Western world. A loss of sofie-’
thing” 1ike 100 workers in the field would be ‘comfparable to the disappear-
ance of fwo thousand trained young medical research men in the US. " The
full severity of ‘thie’ wfuation will not be sean wntil a few years from
now when the present prevar generation will have to retire, In most cases
there will not e workérs of the same quality to take their place, much
less to train future scientific g=nerations.” o

A people of eight willion cannot have its independent scientific life, *
In prevar days Hungarian science vas intimately linked with the German
and constant cognizance was taken of achievements in the Anglo-American
and to a’lesser ‘extert 'ip the Romance literature. Practiceally every -
worker had & working knowledge of at least one western language. With
the new generation the knowledge of these languages isd@lagouraged, west-
ern Journals are scarce,+. . : |, and abstracting services are quite - -
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inadequate. The'resulting isolation from the past and present body of ' 1
scientific ashievement will slso certeinly decrease the productivity and- 1
| fruitfulness of research work. ‘ ; B g
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